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are young people at the Elysee, Frances was allowed to go.
She enjoyed it immensely. She is so fresh and pretty,
has a lovely neck and shoulders. I was very proud of
her. Mamma has great taste and dresses her to perfec-
tion, but with great simplicity. My diary is really very
frivolous. I must try to record more interesting matter.

FEBKUAEY 14

We are now having difficulties with the Spanish-American
Colonies which are in revolt.    Father thinks it of the
greatest importance that no  European  Power  should
interfere in the quarrel.    He feels he must be continually
on the alert and keep himself informed on all matters
concerning the subject.    He also feels it of great im-
portance that the United States should  recognize the
South American  Republics.    On  this   subject  he  has
sent a private note to all the European Powers to prepare
them for the action to be taken by his Government so
that it will not come as a surprise to them.   The Congress
of Aix la Chapelle is now sitting.    Its policy with regard
to the United States is very favourable.    Spain finds
herself isolated by the Powers and is treating with father,
or at least through him for the sale of Florida.    I have
to give up all gaieties at present as it is a serious matter,,
and all private notes are drafted by me before being
dispatched to the Secretary of State.    Spain has refused
to ratify the treaty.

FEBRUARY 15

There has been a new revolution in Spain and a complete
change in the Government. They have ratified' the
treaty, much to father's satisfaction. He said to me
to-day that he felt more contented in doing something
mHy of importance, as for some time he had been idling
Ms time. Complications have also arisen with regard
to the Treaty of Commerce with France which has lain
donnant for some time. Father has now taken up theintimate friend of the Duke of Wellington and Pozzo di Borgo, the
